
January 2022 

Welcome back and a very Happy 
New Year to you all! We hope 
you had an enjoyable and relax-
ing holiday. 

History 

Our theme this half 
term is: ‘The Anglo-
Saxons: Who were 
they?’ We will be look-
ing at what impact in-
vaders have had on 
our country, starting 

with the Anglo Saxons.  We will 
study the reasons for their inva-
sion, where they came from and 
where they settled in Britain.   

We will also be studying the daily 
life of men, women and children, 
Anglo-Saxon beliefs and the leg-
acies they have left behind. 

Science 

Our science work will be looking 
at materials and their properties. 

Within this work, we will be in-
vestigating reversible and irre-
versible changes and methods of 
separating mixtures of different 
materials.  Children will learn the 
correct scientific vocabulary to 
describe and explain these pro-
cesses. 

English 

Our English work will cover a 
range of genres based on the 
narrative poem The Highway-
man and the Anglo-Saxon epic 
Beowulf.   

We will also continue daily prac-
tise of the various grammatical 
concepts set out in the Year 5 
curriculum. 

Reading 

Our reciprocal reading will con-
tinue to cover a range of genres 
to develop reading fluency and 
comprehension. 

Art 

Our Art will link 
with our Anglo-
Saxon theme with 
the focus on tex-
tiles.  We will start 
by looking at the 
history and purpose of tapes-
tries and move on to learn the 
skills of weaving which we will 
then use to design and create 
our own work.  

 Home Learning 

We will continue to set two pieces 
of homework each week: a maths 
and English focus.  Spellings will 
be assessed fortnightly.  This will 
be sent home each week but also 
posted on the Google Classroom.  
We also encourage the children to 
read and access Times Tables 
Rock Stars regularly.  Also, why 
not try reading a book from the 
Year 5 reading list in the back of 
your home reading record? 

Maths 

Our maths work 
for this half term 
will start with writ-
ten methods for 
multiplication and 
division.  

This will be followed by a focus 
on fractions and decimals. We 
will be working on the under-
standing of these concepts, 

teaching meth-
ods of calculat-
ing fractions 
and decimals 
and demon-
strating the 
links between 
them. 

Our Quick Fire Maths work will 
continue to return to areas of 
place value and calculation 
taught last term. 

PE 

PE days for Year 5 will continue 
to be on a Friday while we 
complete our swimming block.  
This half term we will have a 
gymnastics focus.  

The swimming ses-
sions will run until 
the end of January 
on a Monday for 
Y5EH and Y5K, and 
a Friday for Y5B.  

Children should come 
dressed in their PE kit on 
their PE days  (white t-shirt, 
dark shorts, leggings/joggers 
and a sweater together with 
trainers/plimsolls). During les-
sons they will need to remove 
all jewellery. If your child is 
unable to do PE, they must 
present a note explaining why 
they are exempt. Due to the 
current situation,  most of our 
PE lessons will be outdoors 
so warm clothing is essen-
tial. 
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